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by Christine Lisiewski

Many of you already know 
about some of the magic at 
Abersham Park in Davidson. 

Maybe it’s the peace and quiet, the 
lack of crowds. Maybe you enjoy 
listening to the birdsong and spying 
the wildflowers. Maybe, like me, 
you enjoy watching nature take 
over the last vestiges of what would 
have been yet another subdivision. 
However, I’m betting you didn’t know 
that Abersham Park hosts some 
of the largest and most productive 
milkweed habitat in the Lake 
Norman area. 
 Why is this important?  Why is 
this magical? Milkweed (Asclepias 
spp.) is the only host plant for the 
Monarch Butterfly, an iconic species 
whose population has declined by 
90% since the mid 1990’s. This 
means female Monarch butterflies 

must have 
milkweed on 
which to lay their 
eggs – the hungry 
caterpillars that 
subsequently 
hatch from 
these eggs need 
milkweed to eat 
or they will starve. 
Without milkweed 
the Monarch 
lifecycle would 

cease. It’s that important.
 I first became aware of the 
Abersham milkweed fields several 
years ago while on a North American 
Butterfly Association annual butterfly 
count with current DLC President 
Rob Van Epps. We saw female 
Monarch butterflies laying eggs on 
the milkweed as well as healthy 
Monarch caterpillars chomping 

away happily on their host plant. I 
was thrilled! Last year I began to 
study the fields in earnest, keeping 
an accurate journal of observations 
and data. I was delighted to find 
Abersham Park was home to both 
a spring and late summer Monarch 
population. Unfortunately, I was 
soon horrified to learn that the fields 
were being mowed smack dab in 
the middle of the spring breeding 
season, accidentally wiping out 
fields full of eggs and caterpillars, 
an entire generation of cherished 
Monarch butterflies. As a DLC 
Board member and the leader of 
the Pollinator Project initiative, I 
had my first project. I collaborated 
with friends, volunteers from within 
the community, other DLC board 
members, as well as Charlene Minor 
with Davidson Parks & Recreation 
to physically mark off the milkweed 
fields, to plot GPS coordinates for the 
different locations, and to work to 
alter the mowing schedule or avoid 

mowing certain areas altogether.  
 Protecting the milkweed is all 
well and good, but where’s all 
the Monarch magic? There are 4 
generations of Monarchs in the 
eastern United States, the first 
three surviving only about a month 
as an adult butterfly. The fourth 
generation, also known as the Super 
Generation, is very different. These 
Monarchs do not reproduce like the 
first three generations--instead they 
use all their energy to complete an 
epic migration to the mountains of 
Mexico where they spend the winter 
with millions of other Monarch 
butterflies roosting in the Oyamel 
pine trees. The Monarch migration 
is the longest and largest insect 
migration on Earth, and you can be a 
part of it. 
 Monarch Watch, a research and 
conservation organization, sells tiny 
stickers each with its own unique 
alpha-numeric code (see photo, 
left). You can catch monarchs in late 
summer through fall, attach a sticker 
to a certain place on the forewing, 
and record the data. During the 
winter months, Monarch Watch 
employs locals to scour the butterfly 
sanctuaries for tags and send them 
back to the U.S. where all the tag 
recoveries are recorded and posted 
online.  OK, now for the magic!  A 
male butterfly I raised from an egg 
collected at Abersham Park and 
released on September 1, 2015 was 
recovered at the El Rosario Monarch 
Sanctuary in Michoacan Mexico on 
February 26, 2016. This means that 
a delicate insect weighing about 
half a gram whose life began at 
Abersham Park flew the 2000 
miles or so from Dearness Gardens 
Nursery where he was released to 
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From
The
President
by Rob Van Epps

We’ve had a beautiful spring and I hope you 
have had a chance to get out and enjoy!  
If you need some ideas of where to explore, 

consider the West Branch Nature Preserve, with access 
off Shearer Road or Summer’s Walk neighborhood.  In 
early May, DLC along with Mecklenburg County Parks & 
Recreation, honored our former Executive Director Roy 
Alexander with a dedication of the Roy Alexander path 
and placement of a beautiful sign in this wonderful 
preserve that Roy was instrumental in establishing. 

Davidson’s Rural Area Plan
 We have a major local issue in front of the Town 
Commissioners and your input is very valuable.   
 The Town has been seriously discussing a Rural 
Area Plan (RAP) for over a year. The RAP will provide 
the foundation for development of nearly 4,000 acres 
of Davidson’s more rural areas, primarily along Grey 
Road and Shearer Road. Formal drafting of the plan by 
an outside vendor has been in progress since October 
2015. The draft RAP was presented at the May 23 
planning board meeting. Full information is posted at 
www.townofdavidson.org/RuralAreaPlan. The Town 
would like feedback from its citizens. Email the Town at 
rap@townofdavidson.org.  Online comments may be 
provided until June 10, but the Town Commissioners 
will discuss the RAP at their June 7 meeting, which 
takes place at 4:00 p.m. at the Davidson Town Hall. 
Citizens will be given the opportunity to speak during 
the public comment period of this meeting.  
 We highly encourage you to review the plan, provide 
feedback, and attend the June 7 meeting. The best 
way forward for all of Davidson is for its citizens to be 
actively involved in this extremely important plan for the 
future development of nearly 4,000 acres.

Monarchs, continued from page 1
the butterfly sanctuary in Mexico! This is empirical 
evidence that the Lake Norman area is in a Monarch 
flyway and that each butterfly we protect has the 
potential to be another link in the great migratory 
chain that has existed for eons keeping the Monarch 
population alive and well. Now that’s magic!
 For more on how to help Monarch butterflies in your 
own neighborhood or yard, contact me at christine@
dearnessgardens.net  

A Fitting Tribute
for Roy Alexander

O n May 7th, almost 100 folks gathered at the 
West Branch Nature Preserve to celebrate DLC’s 
former Executive Director, Roy Alexander, who 

passed away suddenly in January, 2015.  
 Speakers included Davidson Mayor John Woods 
(shown below), DLC Board President Rob Van 
Epps, Executive Director Autumn Michael, and 
Chris Matthews of Mecklenburg County Parks and 
Recreation. 
 Roy’s wife, 
Sue Peck, also 
spoke on behalf 
of Roy’s family. 
Each speaker 
acknowledged 
Roy’s vital role 
in protecting so 
much land in 
Mecklenburg and 
this property in 
particular.  
 “Roy loved this wetland,” said Sue Peck. “What a 
fitting tribute to him.”

Roy was honored with the unveiling of an informative sign now overlooking 
the wetland. (l-r) Rob Van Epps, Sue Peck, Chris Matthews, Reid Patterson.

Kids exploring the wetland. 

http://www.townofdavidson.org/RuralAreaPlan
mailto:rap@townofdavidson.org
mailto:christine@dearnessgardens.net
mailto:christine@dearnessgardens.net
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TreesDavidson –
Making a Difference
by Gordon Clark

TreesDavidson, a program of DLC in 
partnership with TreesCharlotte, is 
focused on preserving our existing tree 
canopy and planting new trees for future 
generations. Trees clean our air, reduce 
stormwater run-off, cool our streets and 
homes, reduce energy use, increase 
property values, and give us beauty.  

 In addition to planting trees in the community, 
TreesDavidson has started a dialogue with the Town of 
Davidson about working more closely to address ways 
to better manage our tree canopy. This could include 
strengthening the Town’s Tree Ordinance, updating 
the Town’s street tree inventory, and working with local 
property owners to find ways to continue to improve our 
tree canopy.

 
North Main Street  
Thanks to over 35 volunteers and 
our local “plant a tree” sponsors, 

there are now 23 new trees along the west side of N. 
Main Street. Many of the volunteers were students and 
their families from Mt. Mourne IB Middle School. Most 
of the trees planted were Trident Maples or Yoshino 
Cherries, plus one special Gingko tree planted just 
behind the Town sign to honor retiring Davidson College 
Biology Professor Pam Hay, a gift from her colleagues 
and friends in the Biology Department. 
 When apprised of the big turnout of students from Mt. 
Mourne Middle School, Principal Nutting said, “We are 
absolutely thrilled to send our awesome students out into 
the community to plant trees and make a difference.” 
Sponsors for the event were IQ Metrix and John Marshall 
Custom Homes of Davidson.

Meet Summer Intern
Susannah Cooley
Susannah is our first Roy Alexander Summer 
Intern for 2016. Originally from New York, 
Susannah is a rising junior at Davidson 

College. The Roy Alexander 
Summer Internship program was 
established with donated funds 
received in Roy's memory. The 
Internship program is specifically 
designed for Davidson College 
current students or very recent 
graduates.

South Street  
Cub Scout Pack 58 and their parents planted trees 
around the Mimosa Cemetery (see photo above). They 
planted 5 Brandywine Maples along the sidewalk on 
South Street and 5 “Royal White” Eastern Redbuds on 
the Walnut Street side of the cemetery. This project 
was initiated and paid for by the scouts and their 
sponsor, the Lions Club of Davidson. Scout parent J.D. 
Densmore said the scouts were really excited about 
planting the trees close to Davidson Elementary, so 
that they could check on them on their way to school.

Jackson Street 
On Arbor Day a team of 5 employees from IQ Metrix 
and one extra volunteer from the Davidson Rotary 
Club put in 10 trees along the new section of sidewalk 
on Jackson Street, just behind the Belk Visual Arts 
Building. They installed 5 “Autumnalis” Higan Cherry 
trees just south of Griffith Street and a little further 
south, 5 Brandywine Maples. This was part of IQ 
Metrix’s celebrating Arbor Day by getting out into the 
community and getting their hands dirty.  
 If you’d like to be part of planting trees in Davidson, 
contact DLC Executive Director, Autumn Michael. 

Recent Tree 
Plantings

Dave Cable, Executive Director of TreesCharlotte, demonstrated how to 
properly plant a tree and provided all the shovels & tools needed for the job. 

Cub Scout Pack 58
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Mark Your Calendar!

Sat., Sept. 17, 2016
For runner registration or to volunteer,

visit davidsonlands.org

The vast and varied work of DLC couldn’t happen without an army of volunteers 
-- hike leaders, Run for Green volunteers, WOW volunteers, tree planters, and 
committee members. The volunteer Board of Directors, a fearless, passionate, 
and fun group of people meet monthly to assist staff and provide organizational 
direction and leadership. They are also the face of DLC in the community, so 
when you see them around town, ask them about their work for the Davidson 
Lands Conservancy! Pictured here (back row l-r) are Hayden Boyd, John Burke, 
Clay Furches, Rodney Graham, Rob Van Epps, Christine Lisiewski; (front row l-r) 
Mike Minett, Lynn Batty, Autumn Michael, Kay Fisher, and Pam Hay.

T H E  D A V I D S O N  L A N D S  C O N S E R V A N C YT H E  D A V I D S O N  L A N D S  C O N S E R V A N C Y

 10 th Anniversary
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