
The most intact parcels of habitat in 
the new Bailey Springs subdivision 
will be held under easement with 
DLC according to a letter of intent 
recently signed by Provident 
Development Group President Tom 
Waters. While some other parcels of 
required open space will be donated 
to the Town of Davidson, 14.25 acres 
of mostly wooded land, including 
upland and streamside areas under 
easement to DLC, will be preserved 
with perhaps a walking/biking trail, a 
tot playground, or a picnic shelter.
 DLC Executive Director Roy 
Alexander praised the Provident 
Development Group and Town 
Planning Director Kris Krider for 
crafting this innovative approach, 
noting “DLC hopes to partner with 
the Town and the Bailey Springs 
Homeowners Association to 
manage and enhance this open 
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Bailey Springs Open Space 
Will Be in Easement with DLC

The Charlotte Region has many 
natural places to enjoy...
Can you match the site on the 
left with a special feature of 
the site on the right?
Natural Public Treasures
1 Anne Springs Close Greenway  
2 Crowders Mountain State Park
3 Dan Nicholas Park
4 Landsford Canal State Park
5 Broad River Greenway
6 Latta Plantation Nature Preserve
7 Reedy Creek Nature Preserve
8 UNC Charlotte Botanical Gardens
9 South Mountains State Park
Contact the DLC Office to learn more about the 
Central Carolinas Biodiversity Trail Booklet.

A A green peninsula in Mountain Island Lake for hiking and horseback riding, 
plus a Raptor Center 
B History, wildlife – from salamanders to bald eagles – plus the world’s largest 
population of the rare rocky shoals spider lily blanketing the river in late spring
C Two outdoor gardens and an eight-room greenhouse; features plantings 
mimicking the mountains, Piedmont, and coastal plain
D This rare monadnock environment offers rhododendrons, mountain laurel, 
and the best rock-climbing in the area
E Over 2300 acres and 32 miles of trails through wooded hillsides, open fields, 
old railway bed, bottomland, and 7 lakes
F An 80’ waterfall, over 800 species of plants, over 100 of which are federal or 
state endangered or rare species
G Two miles of trails, gem mining, displays of live animals from black bear to 
turtles, and a Nature Center

H Twelve miles of trails on both sides of a very scenic river; 2000’ paved 
handicap accessible trail
I Mecklenburg’s original nature preserve provides habitat for 109 species of 
birds, 15 mammals, 2o reptiles, and 12 amphibians (735 acres) 
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Check out DLC’s new website: http://www.davidsonlands.org/
Our thanks to Danielle Knox and Pam Dykstra for developing this site. 

Wooded areas along the South Prong include DLC’s easement on the left of the waterway 
and the South Prong Greenway just to the right.

Senator
Clodfelter
to Address
DLC Annual 
Meeting

space so that it becomes a green 
amenity and source of pride and 
enjoyment by the entire community.”  
 DLC Land Initiatives Chair Pat 
Peroni commented that “… the 
easement lands will help preserve 
the water quality of the creek that 
flows through the development and 
will also provide a viewshed for the 
adjacent South Prong Greenway.”
 “We are hopeful of establishing 
similar agreements with other HOA’s 
who own common open space,” 
stated DLC President Dave Martin, 
observing that the common areas 
represent significant portions of the 
community’s green infrastructure.  
“By managing the common space 
well, we can achieve both our goal 
of preserving the natural character 
of the land and the homeowners’ 
goal of having enjoyable amenities.”

Monday, Nov. 16
7:15 p.m. 
Davidson Room 
The Pines, 400 Avinger Lane

This year’s annual meeting will 
celebrate accomplishments in open 
space protection, look at objectives 
for 2010, and feature a presentation 
by State Senator Dan Clodfelter, one 
of North Carolina’s most effective 
and influential legislators and a long 
time friend of the environment. The 
Senator will address “The Future of 
Land Conservation in NC.”
 Dan Clodfelter graduated from 
Davidson College in 1972, cum 
laude and Phi Beta Kappa, and won 
a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford 
University. He received a law degree 
from Yale University in 1977 and was 
admitted to the North Carolina Bar 
that same year.
 The meeting will also highlight 
a visual report that identifies areas 
in Davidson that share both high 
development potential and high 
natural asset value. These areas 
may be a) important connectors 
within the community, b) adjacent 
to residential areas underserved 
by parks and open space, and c) 
subject to continued development. 
The study was completed by Doug 
Shoemaker and Brian Wise of the 
Center for Geospatial Science at 
UNC-Charlotte.
 Please join us for these 
informative features as well as 
election of officers and board 
members, refreshments, and a 
toast to many successes in this 
economically challenging year. 

DLC in the Classroom
Each year, we visit 4th grade classes 
to encourage students to appreciate 
open space and become good stewards 
of the environment. These students at 
Davidson Elementary were excited about 
their gift of a placemat, “What’s in Your 
Backyard, Davidson?” 
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Answers: 1–e, 2–d, 3–g,
 4–b, 5–h, 6–a, 7–i, 8-c, 9-f



Q&A
with Roy
Alexander
In this issue, Roy answers 
questions about what ordinary
citizens can do to support local land conservation.

How can I become involved in DLC? 
Your help is most welcome!  DLC is a low-budget 
organization with a half-time staff member, and most of 
our efforts are carried out by volunteers.

Where is my help needed?
• Outreach Committee – Promotes membership 
and awareness of DLC through this newsletter, our 
website, and community and DLC events. Promotes 
environmental awareness with school programs. 
• Land Initiatives Committee – Advises DLC on 
prospective land acquisitions and easements.  
Oversees the stewardship of DLC holdings through 
sound land management principles.
• Finance Committee – Oversees DLC’s fiscal affairs, 
develops the annual budget, and guides fundraising 
activities and campaigns.
• Board Governance – Creates a process for board 
self-evaluation, updates internal organizational policies 
and by-laws periodically, and nominates new board 
members.
• Run for Green/Green Day – Organizes this major 
fundraising event, which promotes our greenway and 
scenic neighborhoods.

What are some of the specific needs?
	 •	 Office	support
  Help with mailings, media outreach, filing, 
  data entry, and event organization.   
 •  Land Stewardship
  Participate in our monitoring walks. 
 • Fundraising
  Help with grant writing, fundraising events, 
  and hosting parties or events. 
 • Events
  Help with Run for Green and The Green Ball, 
  a fundraiser sponsored by Davidson College’s 
  Environmental Action Coalition, as well as 
  community events such as Farmer’s Market, 
  Town Day, and Christmas in Davidson. 
 •  Publicity
  Assist with the newsletter and other media. 

If you have an interest...
even one not mentioned above, please contact Roy at 
704-892-1910 or dlc@davidsonlands.org 
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A Steady Return on Investment: 
Davidson’s Protected Land

“In good times and bad, conserved land has always 
provided a steady return on investment: clean water, 
fresh food, natural beauty, places to play.” 
— Rand Wentworth, president of Land Trust Alliance

753 acres of open space and park land in Davidson and 
the ETJ is now protected by one of the following entities: 
the Town of Davidson, Mecklenburg County, Catawba 
Lands Conservancy, or DLC. These continuing efforts 
strengthen connections between people and the land 
– for today and generations to come.
 Of particular note is Brackett Bluff, an outstanding 
area that features a mature hardwood forest on a steep 
bluff that arcs along the Rocky River. The property is a 
Mecklenburg County owned nature preserve with an 
easement recently transferred from CLC to DLC. 

Name Acreage
Brackett Bluff Nature Preserve (DLC)  61
Fisher Farm Park  (Town)  200
Abersham common area (DLC*) 100
West Branch Wetland Nature Preserve (Meck. Co.) 91
Haven Hill Farm (DLC)  8
Bailey Springs open space (DLC*) 14
Allan White woodland (CLC) 35
Allan White easement (Meck. Co.) 27
Allison/Sherrill (Town) 38
Jacobus/Vitek (Meck. Co.) 84
Greenways, bike paths (Town) 17
Other Town of Davidson parklands  78
 Total (*pending) 753

One part of being the president of any nonprofit is 
thinking about fundraising. A lot of my thoughts 
in the last few months were about the recent Run 
for Green and Green Day fundraiser. I have also 
been aware of the fundraising efforts by another 
local nonprofit, the Davidson-Cornelius Day Care 
Center. Their supporters have been an inspiring 
example in difficult financial times. They have 
impressed me with the clarity of their mission 
and passion for that mission. 
 I hope that we supporters of the Davidson Lands 
Conservancy can be as clear and passionate about our 
mission. DLC works to protect the natural character of 
the lands in our local community. We do it with the people 

A bicyclist enjoying Fisher Farm Park. Photo by Pam Dykstra.
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who live on the land as well as those who live in town. We do 
it because the beauty and diversity of the lands are 
integral parts of the fabric of our lives here in Davidson 
and because we want our children’s grandchildren to 
experience that natural richness, too. 
 I really want to celebrate all of the sponsors, 
exhibitors, volunteers, and runners who help make 
the Run for Green and Green Day so successful. 
I genuinely thank all of you who are members of 
our lands conservancy. You all are crucial parts 
of an important “us”; it is our shared passion for 

protecting the natural lands that allows each of us to ask 
someone else to join us. Thank you.   
 Cheers, Dave

Green Day, a festival, focused on 
sustainability and ways to save 
natural resources. Davidson 
Garden Club, with its plant sale, 
was among the 19 exhibitors. 
Photo by Bruce Henderson.

Rusty Knox coordinated the 
music for the event with The 
Rusty Knox Band and Cynergy. 
Photo by Michael Murray.

From the President’s Desk

579 runners in the half-
marathon, 10K and 5K raced 
through Davidson’s streets and 
greenways. Photo by Michael 
Murray.
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Thank You To Our Sponsors and Exhibitors! 

Title Sponsors Ingersoll Rand 
and Omega Sports got on 
board early and provided a 
strong foundation on which to 
to build other sponsorships.


