
The Davidson Lands Conservancy, 
in collaboration with Woodland 
Discovery, has launched a nature 
discovery program called WOW –
World of 
Wonder. This 
program 
gives families 
opportunities 
to explore, 
discover, and 
enjoy the 
natural world together. 
 WOW is a response to the 
deepening concern that too few 
children spend time outdoors 
experiencing the natural world 
first-hand, sometimes referred to 
as nature deficit. A growing body 
of research links this deficit with 
childhood health and behavioral 
problems. On the positive side, 
research indicates that experiencing 
the outdoor world improves 
children’s cognitive development, 
creativity, attention span, academic 
achievement, and gives them an 
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Senator
Clodfelter
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increased sense of well-being, place, 
and community.  
 WOW addresses another need. 
Many parents want to share the 

natural world 
with their 
children, but 
don’t know 
where to go 
or what to 
look for. WOW 
provides 

guides who point out, explain and 
teach, giving parents the resources 
and confidence to build on these 
experiences in the future.  
 The program has 3 prongs: 1) 
activities/nature information for all 
ages at the Davidson Farmer’s Market, 
2) nature outings for families, and 3) 
a forthcoming online interactive map 
that highlights local opportunities to 
explore the outdoor world. 

WOW provides the framework 
for children and parents to 
explore, discover, and enjoy the 
world of wonder together.

Monday, Nov. 15
7:30 p.m. 
Congregation House,
Davidson College 
Presbyterian Church,
218 Concord Road

Come celebrate with us the 
accomplishments in open space 
protection in 2010. State Senator 
Dan Clodfelter, one of NC’s most 
effective and influential legislators 
and a Davidson College graduate, 
will speak on “Land Conservation 
and the NC Legislature.”
 Join us to hear about our year’s 
activities, to vote on next year’s 
board members, to look at objectives 
for 2011, and to toast the many 
successes in this economically 
challenging year.

If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense 
of wonder, he needs the companionship 
of at least one adult who can share it, re-
discovering with him the joy, excitement 
and mystery of the world we live in.  
 — Rachel Carson, naturalist and author

Upcoming WOW Events at
The Farmer’s Market
• November 6: Inspired by the 
book Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert, 
we will have lots of leaves on 
hand to create pictures using our 
beautiful fall leaves.
• December 4: By using items 
commonly found in nature, we’ll 
be creative for the holidays.

Nature Outings
• January (Date TBA): Scaly, 
Slimy, But Never Scary – Come 
Pet Something That’s  Not Hairy! 
• February 4: Winter Stargazing –
Where is the Great Dog?

Children at the Farmer’s market learn to appreciate spiders on a beautiful October morning.



Q&A
with Pam
Dykstra
For this Issue, Roy asked DLC
Board Vice President Pam 
Dykstra to discuss the significance of WOW.

Why is WOW important to DLC? 
Saving land in and around Davidson is our mission. If 
children can experience nature locally, it becomes part 
of their daily lives. Peter Forbes in Land And People 
discusses the importance of conserving local land and 
concludes, “Local places hold us to the world, inspire 
our thinking, replenish our souls, and remind us that 
where we live is a place like no other.”
 A Nature Conservancy-funded study, published in 
the “Journal of Developmental Processes,” notes that 
the decreased time American families are spending in 
the great outdoors has serious consequences for the 
future of conservation. The study concludes that “Direct 
experience with nature is the most highly cited influence 
on environmental attitude and conservation activism.”
 
How did WOW become a program?
Nature deficit, the pressures and hectic schedules 
of family life, and the importance of experiencing the 
wonder of the natural world – converged in the idea 
of a nature program for families. Three key people 
besides myself helped this happen. Carolyn Walker with 
Woodland Discovery, Rebecca Mays, and Mary Jane 
Leach with Davidson Farmer’s Market. 
 
Can you say more about nature deficit and family 
opportunities? 
“Nature-deficit disorder,” a term coined by Richard 
Louv in Last Child in the Woods, refers to children’s 
alienation from nature and its consequences. The 
amount of time children spend in front of electronic 
media, not outside in unstructured, creative play, is of 
particular concern. A 4th grader quoted in the book 
says it well, “I like to play indoors better ‘cause that’s 
where all the electrical outlets are.” 

How can the natural world counter nature deficit? 
In addition to the benefits cited on the front page, the 
natural world can provide balance and perspective. It 
reminds us that we are part of something greater than 
ourselves. It shows us that change is part of the natural 
process. And it restores in us a sense of wonder and 
surprise and connection. 

“If people don’t love land, they have little desire to 
save it. And what we don’t make a conscious effort to 
save, we lose.” – Pam Dykstra
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A Good Walk… Unspoiled
Mark Twain is credited with penning “Golf is a good 
walk spoiled.” (More recently, John Feinstein has titled 
his best seller, A Good Walk Spoiled: Days and Nights 
on the PGA Tour.) But if you appreciate conserved 
lands, you just might agree that monitoring some of 
Davidson’s natural lands and open spaces is a way to 
be outdoors, to be active, and to have a good walk that 
is unspoiled.  
 DLC has – or expects to soon have – responsibility 
for visiting certain properties for the purpose of 
assuring that no violations of conservation agreements 
have occurred.  The visits are arranged in advance with 
the owner and involve looking for evidence of activities 
that affect the “conservation values” that the owner 
and DLC have agreed to protect.
 If you would like to join our Land Stewardship team 
and assist with monitoring and, perhaps, other land 
management activities, please contact Roy Alexander 
at 704-892-1901 or dlc@davidsonlands.org.  
 The monitors, after some basic training, walk the 
boundaries and observe key points on the property 
while making notes and taking photographs.  Some 
examples of violations that volunteers have discovered 
and that have been remedied are polluted runoff from 
a neighboring landfill and trespassing by ATV’s and 
horseback riders.
 Some of the natural areas you might visit are not 
normally accessible to the public but are great natural 
assets of the community.  In other instances, you could 
be exploring areas of the property 
not seen by the typical visitor.
 Examples of these conserved 
open spaces here in Davidson 
that are to be monitored include 
Brackett Bluff Nature Preserve, 
Bailey Springs common area, and 
Fisher Farm Park.  

Volunteers monitor a conservation easement.
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New DLC Board Members
Irwin Brawley began working at 
Davidson College in 1970 and recently 
retired as Director of Grounds and 
Property Management. He and his 
wife Annette live in McConnell. He 
has always loved to be in the woods, 
considers himself a tree hugger, and 
reflects, “I like the work that DLC is 
doing to preserve open space so our 

grandchildren will be able to play in the woods like I did 
growing up. I hope I can help make that happen.”

Rob Van Epps has had a lifelong 
interest in nature and conservation, 
is especially knowledgeable about 
birds and butterflies, and is “excited to 
be able to contribute time and talent 
to help preserve natural areas in our 
region.” Rob is Managing Principal of 
Financial Risk Analysts, an actuarial 
consulting firm with its main office in 

Davidson. He lives in River Run with his wife Natalie and 
three daughters, Kristin, Julia, and Brooke.

Volunteers construct Lake Davidson Nature Preserve access.

Thank You, REI!
DLC has received a grant of $14,000 from 
REI to create the first public canoe and 
kayak launch at Lake Davidson, as well 
as a wooded walking trail. This project 

provides access to a prime natural resource, including 
mature woods and the lake. DLC together with the 
Town, Davidson Day School, and Outdoor Living DPM 
sponsored a REI Service Day on October 23. Over 
thirty volunteers cleared 900 feet of trail leading to the 
launch site. REI provided a wicking shirt, water, and 
lunch to all volunteers. 
 Volunteers are needed Saturday, Nov. 13, to spread 
gravel along the trail and install benches and other trail 
furnishings. Contact dlc@davidsonlands.org to help.

583 Runners Finish Run 
for Green, September 18
The Run for Green, now in its sixth year, offered 
competitors a half-marathon course, as well as 5K and 
10K races. All races started and ended near the Village 
Green, and one veteran runner observed that the 
half-marathon course is “the most challenging in the 
Charlotte area.” Routes included the Town of Davidson’s 
public greenway. The runs were again sponsored by 
Omega Sports, which offered gift cards as part of prize 
packages for winners in various age groups. 
 Ingersoll-Rand registered over ninety of its 
employees in the various events, as just one 
element of its comprehensive employee health and 
fitness program. “The Run for Green attracted both 
experienced and first-time runners,” noted Holly 
Emerson, Sustainability Project Leader, “and offers our 
employees an enjoyable break in their fitness routine.”
 Green Day, held on the Village Green concurrently 
with the race, featured over 25 exhibits with a 
message of sustainability. Visitors learned about ways 
to save time, money and natural resources, while 
focusing on what can be done locally to protect the 
environment. The festival also included live music by 
Rusty Knox and by Cynergy, as well as opportunities for 
attendees to volunteer for local projects. Ingersoll-Rand 
is the sponsor of this annual event.

Ingersoll-Rand employees participating in the 2010 Run for Green.  

Abalo is 2010-11 DLC Intern
 
Marielle Abalo is from Due West, 
South Carolina and is a junior at 
Davidson College, where she has 
a double major in biology and 
anthropology. This past summer she 
worked as a Wildlife Conservation 
and Cultural Heritage intern at Wild 
South, a grassroots non-profit in 
Asheville. “I had a great time and 

I’m excited to continue conservation work with DLC. 
I’m also looking forward to the opportunity to gain 
more experience in the non-profit sector, especially in 
conservation.”



Please support the companies who sponsored Run for Green/Green Day

Thank you 
to all Run 
for Green/
Green Day 
Sponsors!

Adjusting the World
Artisan Custom Homes
Blynk Organics
Bradford Farm Store
Catherine Taylor/
 Allen Tate Realtors
Climate Control Misting 
 Systems of the Carolinas
Cycle Path
D. R. Horton Homes
Davidson Day School
Davidson Family Medicine
DavidsonNews.net
Davidson Screen Printers
David Weekley Homes
Endurance 
Energy Wise Solutions
Fitness Together
FlatironKitchen/Taproom
HECK YEAH Design/
 Michael VanHecke
Home Depot

Ibby Whitener
JJ Wade
Lakeside Family Physicians
Life Source
Modern Nissan
Money with a Mission
Nathan Sports
People’s Bank
PostNet
REI
Race City Golf Cars
River Run at Davidson
River Run POA
Snap Fitness
Spirited Cyclist
Sue Peck
Terri Bennett/Do Your Part
Town of Davidson
Trac 2 Mobile
Trader Joe’s
WDAV
Wooden Stone

A special thank you to Catherine 
Taylor for her support of Run for 
Green/Green Day.
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704-892-1910
email: dlc@davidsonlands.org
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We abuse the land because we regard it as a commodity 
belonging to us.  When we see land as a community to 
which we belong, we begin to use it with love and respect.
– Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac
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