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West Branch Greenway Ready

for May 21 Grand Opening

The new greenway follows the West Branch of the Rocky River from River Run to the wetland.

New Website

for DLC
by Rodney Graham

DLC has entered the social media 
age! With a new website and sites 
on facebook, YouTube, Twitter and 
Flickr, there are now more ways 
than ever to engage with and 
support us.
 Our website has undergone a 
complete makeover (although it 
retains the same address: www.
davidsonlands.org) and features 
videos, photos, and blog style 
stories to keep the community up 
to date with our activities, and also 
to offer the opportunity for the 
community to engage with DLC. 
In addition to our conservation 
projects, the website prominently 
features Run for Green and the 
World of Wonder (WOW) program 
which is supported by DLC.
 If you’re on facebook, please 
‘like’ the DLC page, and you’ll be 
updated with news about upcoming 
events and stories of interest to 
conservationists. If you’re not on 

www.facebook.com/protectland. 
 Other new sites include 
YouTube.com, Twitter.com and 
Flickr.com, a photo-sharing site. 
In all cases our site name is 
‘DavidsonLands.’
 All of these new sites are an 
opportunity for DLC and you to 
connect. We welcome your stories, 
videos, and photos on any of our 
sites. If you’d like to contribute 
content, send an email to us at 
davidsonlands@gmail.com. Please 
spread the word to your friends so 
we can expand our online presence.
 DLC’s board extends a special 
thank you to Jim Deitzl for the 
many, many hours he donated in 
developing our new website. 

Over 1.1 miles of beautiful walking/

to the public on Saturday, May 
21. The segment begins at River 
Ford Drive in River Run and follows 
the West Branch southeastward, 
passing under 
Shearer Road, 
continuing to the 
boundary of the 
as-yet-undeveloped 
West Branch Nature 
Preserve. 
 At the celebration
from 1 - 4 p.m., on 
the 21st, DLC will 
conduct guided 
nature walks along 

the new greenway through the 
mature woodlands (easy walking) 
and also into the Nature Preserve 
which protects this region’s largest 
and richest wetland (rigorous hiking 
along unimproved path).

  Mecklenburg 
County constructed 
this section with 
federal stimulus 
monies.
  Watch the DLC 
website, www.
davidsonlands.org, 
and local media 
for further details 
about the opening 
celebration.

The West Branch Greenway at the 

Shearer Road underpass.



Q&A
with Roy

Alexander
In this issue, Roy talks about 

DLC’s new role as monitoring 

agent at Fisher Farm Park, 21215 Shearer Road.

What is the history of Fisher Farm as a park?

assistance from open space matching funds from 
Mecklenburg County, purchased the 200+/- acre Fisher 
Farm and conveyed a conservation easement on the 
property to Mecklenburg County. The park features 
relatively passive recreational activities such as walking 
trails, picnic tables, tent campsites for groups, four 
miles of mountain bike trails, and 3K and 5K cross 
country courses.

What elements of the park are protected by the 

conservation easement?

The town and the county intended through the 
conservation easement to protect “natural, scenic, 
open space, educational, recreational, and watershed 
protection values… by the continuation of land use 
patterns… relating to its natural vegetation and limited 
uses at the time.” Active recreational features, such as 

but could occur on an adjoining 34 acre parcel.

Are there special areas of the property that have 

restrictions on potential uses?

• Preservation Zone 1: Two forest stands and 100’ 
 buffer along the West Branch

Limited to natural-surface pedestrian footpaths 

(2’ – 6’ in width)

• Preservation Zone 2:  Field/pasture north of Fisher 
 Road and east of power line

To remain undisturbed to preserve rural viewshed 

from Shearer Road

• Preservation Zone 3:  100’ SWIM buffer along 
 tributary of West Branch

Allows for a stream restoration project by NC 

Ecosystem Enhancement
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• Preservation Zone 4:  Secondary growth mixed 
 hardwood/pine (southern tip)

Limited to natural-surface pedestrian footpaths or 

mountain-bike trails

• Development Zone 1: All other portions, primarily 

Active recreational facilities and park amenities 

permitted

What is DLC’s role as Monitoring Agent?

The DLC stewardship team (staff and/or volunteers) 
will regularly visit the park, looking for activities 
or disturbances that may negatively impact the 
conservation values of the site. Notes and photographs 
are provided to the county. From this data, the county, 
which has no staff designated for this monitoring, 
would decide whether a violation has occurred and 
what action might be taken.
 DLC will provide this service at no cost to the town 
or the county. If you would like to help protect Fisher 
Farm Park, please call me at 704-892-1910.

Students and townsfolk gathered together on February 18 at 

Davidson College for the 7th Annual Green Ball. This event is held by 

the college’s Environmental Action Coalition to support the Davidson 

Lands Conservancy. This year’s Green Ball had over 130 guests who 

enjoyed the festivities while supporting DLC. All who participated 

this year had a rip-roaring time contradancing, eating snacks made 

by the college’s Eco-house residents, and bidding at the silent and 

chance auctions. The Green Ball raised $2,379 this year – including 

admission and both auctions. Overall this year was a great success 

and both organizations look forward to next year’s Green Ball!

by Cakey Worthington

DLC’s New Intern Is Wilder

Nick Wilder, a 
sophomore political 
science major 
concentrating in 
environmental 
studies at Davidson 
College, is DLC’s 
new intern. Nick, 

from Woodside, CA., is interested 
in studying urban and sustainable 
development with its emphasis 
on open space preservation. He 
said, “I have had the opportunity to 
calculate the economic services of 
trees around Davidson, as well as 
help organize and coordinate the 
Lake Davidson Paddlefest.”

 Although he will be away from 
Davidson next fall studying in 
the urban development program, 
“Cities in the 21st Century,” with 
the International Honors program 
in Detroit, Brazil, South Africa, and 
Vietnam, he hopes to continue to 
work with DLC when he returns 
next spring.
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World of Wonder - WOW

Continues Nature Discovery

Opportunities 

 
March 25: Stargazing
There has been an overwhelming 
response and, unfortunately, registration is closed.  
Another stargazing event is planned for the fall.  

March 26: Monitoring Cicadas
9:00 -11:00 a.m. Town Hall
No registration required
 The “Great Southern Brood” of cicadas is scheduled 
to emerge this spring. Many volunteers are needed to 
monitor local areas and report cicada activity. Lenny 
Lampel, Mecklenburg County Parks and Rec Natural 
Resources Coordinator, will be available at Town Hall to 
teach us what to watch for and how to report any activity. 
Presentations will run continually from 9 to 11 a.m. This 
is a great “once every 13 years” opportunity for everyone 
to assist in researching cicadas.   

March 26: Bizarre Botanicals
with Dr. Larry Mellichamp
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
UNC-Charlotte McMillan Greenhouse  
Preregistration required. Minimum age: 9 years old, 
accompanied by an adult. Maximum group size: 15
To register, email dlc.wow@gmail.com
 Bizarre Botanicals are weird plants that do not look 
or behave like normal plants – plants that eat insects 
– plants that look like stones – plants that could grow 
on your refrigerator door – plants that produce live 

discover these weird wonders.
 
March 29: Play Again,
7:00 - 8:30 p.m., CPCC North Campus 
Free, if you register at playagainpreview@gmail.com
 WOW and Central Piedmont Community College are 

nature. If you have children, or work with children, this is 
a must-see. This documentary follows several children 
from their “high tech” world into nature for a week. It is 

you look at nature play, 
technology, conservation, 
children’s health and 

appearances by Richard 
Louv, author of Last Child 

in the Woods, and David 
Suzuki, an award-winning 
scientist, environmentalist 
and broadcaster.

Paddlefest on Lake Davidson

Come celebrate the opening of the canoe/kayak launch 
area on Lake Davidson. DLC, Davidson Outdoors, and 
REI invite everyone to an afternoon of paddling activities 
at the Lake Davidson Nature Preserve behind Davidson 
Day School, 750 Jetton Street. 
Admission and all activities are free.
 Bring your own boat or borrow 
a tandem canoe or 25’ Clipper 
provided by Davidson Outdoors, 
participate in games and activities, 
take a guided tour of the island and 
scenic shoreline, and see product 
displays and win prizes from REI.
 DLC Board member Irvin 
Brawley states, “Paddlers will discover that Lake 
Davidson offers a calmer, safer location than other lakes 
in the area with far fewer large powerboats.”
 “Even if you don’t get on the water, Paddlefest 

heavily-forested nature preserve, located on an 8-acre 
peninsula with lovely views across the lake,” former DLC 
President Sterling Martin declared.
 Davidson Outdoors Director Ed Daugherty 
applauded the completion of the launch noting, “There 
is no other legal public access to this 341-acre lake 
since the lake was created in the 1960’s.  Come out and 
discover for yourself the fun of paddling sports and how 
special this lake is.”
 We are grateful to REI for funding the construction of 
the 900’ trail from Jetton Street to the launch site.  The 
trail was completed in late 2010 by volunteers under 
the direction of Brawley and Martin with assistance from 
the town of Davidson and Davidson College. For further 
information or to offer help or suggestions, contact Roy 
Alexander, 704-892-1910, or dlc@davidsonlands.org.

Dave Martin and Vanessa Gorr paddling into Lake Davidson

Celebrate
Paddlefest

March 26,
1 - 4 p.m.

A Film about Reconnecting
our Kids with Nature
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At their annual retreat, DLC’s board met to develop their strategic plan and action steps as they strive to protect natural places and other 

to raise my children in Davidson, and would like to work to preserve its character for future generations.”

 Mike Minett and his family moved to Davidson in 2004 to further his environmental consulting career.  This is the furtherest inland they 

long awe of nature and its wonders.

Recreation Department. She is delighted to serve as a liason between DLC and the town government and looks forward to helping preserve 

open space for our children.
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