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DLC Receives Two New 
Conservation Easements! 
DLC is excited to have received two easements, 
totaling more than 17 acres of natural land that will be 
conserved in perpetuity. A conservation easement is a 
flexible tool that benefits both the community and the 
landowner.  The new easements benefit the community 
by preserving water and air quality as well as wildlife 
habitat – and even a bit of history. At present, no public 
access is established, although from time to time 
DLC may conduct tours of the properties. Landowner 
benefits include tax savings and assistance in managing 

the land. 
 This conserved land forms a 

vital link in an expanding wildlife 
corridor along the eastern side 

of Davidson – from the West 
Branch Nature Preserve in the 

south, to Brackett Bluff Nature 
Preserve, and – to the north, Fisher 

Farm Park and Abersham.  
 One of the easements is a seven-acre 

parcel whose owners wish to sell with the conservation 
easement in place to a conservation-minded buyer. 
It includes open fields and woods and offers a one-
acre “building envelope” that will allow a home or 
commercial structure while protecting the land’s natural 
and open space features. (See Q &A.)
 The owners of the second parcel wish to protect only 
a portion of their property at this time. The easement 
will conserve almost ten botanically-rich acres of mature 
hardwoods on a north-facing slope along a beautiful 
stream. The woods afford privacy and scenic enjoyment 
to the landowners who are committed to placing future 
easements on more of their property.
 “We, and generations to come, thank these 
landowners for their generosity and foresightedness,” 
declared Roy Alexander, DLC Executive Director.  

Q&A
with Tom 
Batchelor
For this Issue, Tom talks 
about the property he 
and his wife Kris recently 
placed in a conservation 
easement.

Describe the property and its conservation values.
The East Rocky River parcel, which is almost seven acres 
in the ETJ, backs up to the Runneymede neighborhood. 
It includes many mature hardwoods, willow oak, loblolly 
pine, post oak and yellow poplar. The property slopes to the 
Rocky River, so conserving the open field and woodlands 
improves the quality of the water draining to the river and 
provides one more link in an evolving wildlife corridor.

Why did you place a conservation easement?
As fifteen-year residents of the town of Davidson, we 
have benefited from the Town’s thoughtful approach to 
preservation of rural space. It was important to us to be 
able to contribute to that legacy in some tangible way.

What restrictions does the easement put on the 
property and what rights did you retain?
There is an allowance for one homesite and two out-
buildings such that it would make a wonderful hobby 
farm or private homestead. We anticipate placing it back 
on the real estate market by the middle of 2013.

Would you recommend a conservation easement 
to others and did you find the negotiation of the 
easement to be flexible in allowing for anticipated 
uses?
Yes – Conservation easements are often poorly 
understood or even unknown to many people. We have 
spoken with other town residents about the ease of the 
entire process and the peace of mind we have knowing 
that this land will be protected forever. 

Do you plan for any future conservation easements?
We live on a fifteen acre horse farm, Triple Play Farm 
(www.tripleplayfarm.com), also located in the Davidson 
ETJ. We hope to investigate options for conserving that 
property in the future.

The tax benefit is determined by an appraisal of the 
property. The difference between the value of the 
property without the easement and the value with the 
easement is the basis for the tax credits since that 
difference is considered a charitable donation to DLC.
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An Afternoon of
Nature Celebrations!
DLC Nature Festival & Annual Meeting
at the former Abersham property
Nov. 11, 1:30 - 3:30 

Everyone is invited to these events at this 243-
acre Davidson park. Come enjoy hikes, hands-on 
activities for children, information about the natural 
world and photography, DLC’s annual meeting, all 
followed with an historic nature hike. Directions to 
the former Abersham property are available at www.
davidsonlands.org.

Nature Festival: 1:30 - 3:00 
Walk with the Experts
 • Nature Hike with Reed Patterson 
 • Bird/Butterfly Walk with Rob Van Epps
 • Photo Walk with Russ Gavitt 
The hikes and walk are each limited to 25 people, 
first-come, first-served. Sign up at 1:30 at the Welcome 
Tent; all three begin at 1:45 and end at 2:30. The 
Nature Hike is off-trail, moderate in difficulty, and 
cannot accommodate strollers. Both the Bird/Butterfly 
Walk and Photo Walk are easy and on-trail.

Activities for All Ages
 • Make pine cone bird feeders.
 • Make your own terrarium. Supplies are limited, 
  first-come, first-served, one per family. 
 • Learn how to identify poison ivy – and what local
   wildflower counteracts it.  
 • Come meet a Davidson beekeeper, see his 
equipment, learn what  beekeepers do, why bees are 
important, and what you can do to protect them.
 • Enjoy children’s activities, discover tips for 
identifying birds, and learn about Mecklenburg 
Audubon Society’s Lights Out Charlotte program. 
 • Speak with experienced nature photographers 
and learn from their work on display.
 • Share your ideas for the Abersham/Allison/Fisher 
Farm properties.

Annual Meeting: 3:00 - 3:30
Celebrate DLC’s year, meet our slate of new officers, 
and look toward the future.  

Historic Nature Hike: 4:00
This hike includes Whale Rock and an old mill and 
quarry site on 50 acres of woodland and flood plane. 
Stewart Gray of the Mecklenburg Historic Properties 
Commission, along with David Grant and Brad Johnson 
of DLC, will lead the hike which is jointly sponsored by 
the Davidson Historical Society (DHS) and DLC.
Sign up at www.davidsonlands.org – deadline Nov 9.  
Preregistration required. Open to DLC and DHS members.

Davidson Dedicates
Sterling Martin Trail
The Town of Davidson recently dedicated the half-
mile long trail at the Lake Davidson Nature Preserve 
in honor of Sterling Martin, long-time recreation and 
conservation leader (pictured above). Nearly 100 
volunteers and 500 hours of volunteer labor under the 
direction of Davidson Lands Conservancy have brought 
public access to scenic Lake Davidson and the eight-
acre nature preserve, funded by two grants from REI. 
 Sterling Martin designed the trail and constructed 
an entrance kiosk, 14 benches, canoe racks, and 
interpretive signs. A gazebo overlooking the lake has 
been constructed, and the canoe racks have proven so 
popular that several additional racks were recently built 
and installed by Sterling and Eagle Scout candidate 
Andrew Nielsen of Troop 58. A floating dock at the 
canoe launch site will complete the project once an 
application for a dock permit can be made. REI grants 
have funded the trail, and Hoke Lumber Company 
contributed lumber and other materials at cost.
 The Lake Davidson Nature Preserve is located off Jetton Street behind 
Davidson Day School with entrance point beside the football field.

A booklet featuring local birds and local photographers will be 
available at the Nature Festival and the DLC office for $5. 
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150-200 Year Old 
Indian Trail Trees
Still Survive
In the days before there was GPS or 
road maps or even highway signs, 
Native Americans had extensive 
trails throughout the land that 
linked villages and tribal areas, 
often following rivers and ridges. 
They marked features of the trail by 
bending trees to mark the direction 
(markers) or to indicate locations of 
fresh water, a good campsite, etc. 
(pointers).
 Remarkably some (perhaps 
hundreds) of these more than 150 
-200 year old trees still exist. A group 
called Mountain Stewards (www.
mountainstewards.org) is leading 

the effort to register these and to 
educate the public to appreciate 
their historical significance.
 The trees were shaped by bending 
the trunk of a sapling – usually an 
oak – at a right angle three or four 
feet above the ground and then 
lashing it to the ground. Long after 
the lashing – perhaps refreshed 
periodically by later passersby – had 
deteriorated, these distinctively-
shaped trees remained and grew.
Have you seen a marker/pointer tree 
in or around Davidson? If so, let DLC 
know (www.davidsonlands.org/
contact-us/) and submit it to the trail 
tree project (www.mountainstewards.
org./project/internal_index.html). 
 Trees with similarly misshapen 
trunks are occasionally seen, but 
most often they are too young to be 

authentic or have been shaped by 
natural means. For example, one 
that survived after a nearby tree fell 
onto it might have an arching trunk 
rather than a right-angle bend.
 The registry of prospective trail 
trees at Mountain Stewards has one 
example in each of Mecklenburg 
(TP1011), Iredell (TP2234), and 
Cabarrus (TP2895) Counties, shown 
above. All are on private property, 
so locations are not revealed. These 
perspective trail trees are shaped 
properly, but their age has not yet 
been confirmed.

To view these and others, go to 
the Trail Tree Registry at www.
mountainstewards.org./project/
project_trees.html.

BRAD JOHNSON is an Assistant Professor of 
Environmental Studies at Davidson College. He is 
trained as a geologist and a geomorphologist and his 
research focuses on climate 
variability, soil development, 
and landscape evolution of 
alpine landscapes. Brad’s 
research interests are the 
result of a love of open 
and wild places, and he 
is passionate about such 
places in the Davidson 
area. He is new to Davidson 
but has lived in the greater 
Charlotte region since 
2006. 

DLC’S NEW BOARD MEMBERS
LYNN HENDERSON is a founding member 
of DLC and served on the organization’s first Board 
of Directors. She is Director of Programs and Event 
Operations for Charlotte 
Center City Partners and 
also runs her own events 
management company. She 
and her husband, Bruce, 
have lived in Davidson for 
27 years. Lynn has also 
served on the boards of the 
Catawba Lands Conservancy, 
Davidson Park and 
Recreation, and Mecklenburg 
County Park and Recreation 
North District. 
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870 Run for Green runners enjoyed the tree-
lined, winding trails of this year’s 5K, 10K and 
Half Marathon. DLC is especially grateful to the 
many sponsors and volunteers who made this 
year’s race and Green Day festival possible. 
The festival highlights the importance of green 
living, showcasing businesses and organizations 
that promote sustainable practices.
 Dance Davidson (pictured below right) 
performed along with other local dance, music, 
and drama groups on the Village Green.

Title Sponsors
Omega Sports
Ingersoll Rand

Platinum Plus
Carolina Healthcare Systems

Platinum 
 Flatiron Kitchen + Taphouse
 Anonymous
Gold
 Town of Davidson
 Peoples Bank
 MI-Connection
Silver 
 02Energies
 JJ Wade Insurance
 PostNet

 Michael VanHecke Design
 Anonymous
 Fuller and Carnegie Law
 Wooden Stone
 Mooresville Dermatology
 DavidsonNews.Net
 Race City Golf Cars
 Lakeside Family Physicians
 Cooling the Carolinas
 Beam Trailers
Green
 Davidson Village Inn
 Adjusting the World Chiropractic
 REI
 CyclePath
 Davidson Chocolates
 GOTTA YOGA LKN
 River Run
 Artisan Signs and Graphics

Thank You!

Green Day Festival 9.25.12


