
DAVIDSON LANDS
 PROTECTING LAND IN AND AROUND DAVIDSON

Spring 2013                                            Davidson Lands Conservancy                                   Vol. 10, No. 1

OSP can now rank parcels to help determine their conservation potential. Photo by Sterling Martin.  

Prioritizing
Open Space
by Roy Alexander
Executive Director

Davidson Lands Conservancy’s 
mission is to protect natural lands 
and open space in and around 
Davidson. We are committed to 
exploring any opportunity that will 
serve to further this mission. We 
have recently developed a means 
of evaluating opportunities so that 
we can best utilize limited resources 
that are still available. 
 The Land Initiatives Committee 
has developed our Open Space 
Prioritization (OSP) ranking system 
to objectively score any parcel of 
land. This allows the committee 
not only to evaluate opportunities 
brought to it but also to identify 
prime properties which it may then 
seek to preserve, working with 
landowners to learn of their hopes 
and dreams for the land.
 In the OSP model, eight 
weighted criteria are used to rank a 
parcel as well as a size factor. The 
criteria are the following:
• Ecological Conservation Value 
Considers the merits of the parcel 
as a provider of ecosystem services 
as well as habitat for diverse flora 
and fauna.
• Land Use Conflict Risk
Considers the potential 
environmental impact of past, 
existing, and potential land 
development on the ecological 
values of the parcel.
• Development Momentum
Considers the likelihood for future 
development and gauges the 
potential, timing, and magnitude 
for development to occur on the 
subject parcel.

• Connectivity/Isolation
Considers the proximity to other 
protected open space. The more 
connected the parcel is to other open 
space, the easier it is for species to 
move between open spaces or to re-
colonize areas. Contrastingly, does 
it afford open space to an area 
lacking conserved land?
• Viewshed Value
Considers the aesthetic 
aspect of the parcel. 
Does the view of or from 
the parcel enhance the 
natural aesthetic qualities of the 
community?
• Cultural Heritage Value
Considers the archaeological or 
historical significance of the site, in 
whole or in part. Is the parcel valued 
by the community because of its 
current use or feature?

• Recreational Use Potential
Considers the attractiveness and 
potential for the site to be used for 
passive or active recreation.
• Farm/Working Land Use
Considers whether the land is 
desirable for production of food, 

fiber, timber, etc. 
      Rob Van Epps, DLC 

Vice-President and lead 
developer of the OSP 
model, observed, “DLC 

has been effective in 
working with local government 

and individuals to conserve 
over 600 acres of open space and 

miles of trails. We will pursue the 
vision of a Davidson that provides 
a network of green infrastructure 
throughout the community through 
voluntary conservation easements 
and strategic acquisitions.”



From
The
President
by Rodney Graham

If you’ve been in Davidson, you’ve been touched by 
Davidson Lands Conservancy. I like to say that your 
lands conservancy is an “equal-opportunity non-
profit.” Whether you’re rich or poor, black or white, 
live in town or in our rural areas, our work affects 
you in a positive way. DLC even benefits people who 
have yet to be born!

All of us enjoy scenic vistas and open spaces. By 
protecting properties on East Rocky River Road, 
and monitoring the conservation easement at Fisher 
Farm Park, DLC ensures that these viewsheds and 
natural parks are preserved in perpetuity. 

We all need clean air and water, and by holding 
easements on properties adjacent to Rocky River 
and other bodies of water we help keep water clean. 
Our protection of natural spaces helps to preserve 
our tree canopy, which in turn helps to clean our air.
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Everyone can participate in our World of Wonder 
(WOW) program, a collaborative effort between 
DLC and Woodlands Discovery which provides 
nature-themed activities and education to hundreds 
of families in and around Davidson. Please check 
www.davidsonlands.org for upcoming WOW events, 
all of which are free.

In the past year, DLC has installed hiking trails and 
canoe racks at the Lake Davidson Nature Preserve 
and Parham Park, hosted stargazing and camping 
events, signed two new conservation easements, 
and organized Run for Green and Green Day as well 
as other events. All of these activities are beneficial 
to the public for little or no cost.

I greatly appreciate your support of DLC. As you 
drive around Davidson and enjoy our beautiful lands, 
know that your support enables us to implement 
our mission of protecting these natural resources. I 
hope that you will continue to support DLC and will 
encourage your friends to support us as well. It’s 
never been easier to donate to our worthy cause. 
Simply go to davidsonlands.org and click on ‘Donate 
Now,’ and within a minute you can help us to help all 
citizens of Davidson.

Thank You!

JOHN KENNEDY is a native Californian who 
spent fourteen years in Michigan prior to moving to 
Davidson eight years ago. He studied politics and 
environmental studies at the University of California, 
Santa Cruz. Walks in the redwoods and studying 

Rachel Carson 
reinforced for him a 
sense of wonder and 
the healthy, restorative 
effect of nature in our 
lives. He notes, “It is 
imperative that future 
generations of all 
species have a natural 
environment conserved 
for them. That is our 
responsibility and 
call to action and the 
reason I am involved in 
organizations like DLC.”

DLC’S NEw BOarD MEMBErS
CLaIrE NaISBY settled in Davidson after 
growing up around the globe. A Davidson College 2012 
graduate with a BS in Environmental Science, she is 
Energy Manager at Davidson College. Even though her 
undergraduate research and thesis focused on rural 
solar electrification in 
developing countries, 
she knows the value in 
acting locally. “I felt like 
I shouldn’t be preaching 
to other countries about 
sustainability when we 
have so much to improve 
right here. I decided the 
best place to start was the 
community and culture 
that I knew best — right 
here in Davidson, working 
to preserve our local 
natural treasures.” 
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REPtiLE DAy     
Saturday, April 6, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Davidson College 
Watson and Dana Courtyard 
Don’t miss Davidson College’s annual Reptile Day, 
sponsored by its Herpetology Lab. Reptile Day is a free, 
fun, and informative venue for families to learn about 
the reptiles and amphibians native to North Carolina. 
Visitors can interact with live animals, hear a venomous 
snake talk, and learn about conservation from 
numerous local organizations. 

StARGAzinG:
ExPLoRE thE SPRinG Sky
Friday, April 12, 8:00 am - 10:00 pm
Fisher Farm Park
People of all ages are invited to a wondrous night 
of stargazing at Fisher Farm Park. This free event is 
sponsored by WOW, Woodland Discovery, and DLC. 
The Physics Department from Davidson College and 
the Charlotte Astronomy Club are providing equipment 
and expertise for this popular event. Come any time 
between 8:00 -10:00. You may bring your own telescope 
if you’d like. If you bring a flashlight, be sure to have red 
cellophane put on it at Fisher Farm so we all can see 
the sky more clearly. Keep car lights dimmed and your 
speed very slow as you drive in to keep dust and glare 
from interfering with the night sky. Please keep your dogs 
leashed and under good control. 

WOW needs 
volunteers to help 
with parking and 
putting cellophane 
on the flashlights. 
You needn’t stay the 
entire two hours.  
The first hour is the 
busiest. Please email 
Erin Burke at dlc.
wow@gmail.com if 
you can help. 

S P r I N g  C a L E N D a r
LAkE DAViDSon PADDLEFESt
Saturday, April 13, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Lake Davidson nature Preserve
750 Jetton Street
(behind Davidson Day School) 
Kayakers, canoeists, paddleboarders, and other water-
loving folks of all ability levels are invited for free activities 
and learning experiences for all ages. Lake Davidson 
Nature Preserve offers the only improved public launch 
site for scenic 320-acre Lake Davidson and will be the 
location for this festival. A limited number of kayaks 
and paddleboards will be available for introductory 
demonstrations, but those with boats or boards of their 

own should bring 
them. Try your hand 
at rowing a 20-person 
Dragonboat or a 
massive “Clipper war 
canoe,” pictured left. 
Hear live music from 
Billy Jones and others 
or tour the walking 
trail with naturalist 
Reed Patterson. Rob 

Bennett, owner of My Aloha Paddle Sports and Fitness, 
notes, “If you have your own life jacket, be sure to bring it 
as only a few ‘loaners’ will be available. Life jackets and 
waivers are a requirement for any of the on-the-water 
activities.” (Parent’s signature required for children under 
eighteen.)

toASt thE EARth    
Friday, April 19, 7:00 - 10:00 pm
River Run Country Club
As this fifth-annual Earth Day-related 
winetasting benefit continues to grow 
in popularity, it moves to elegant 
River Run Country Club for a gala 
evening featuring wine samplings 
from four local wineries, finger foods, 
dancing to jazz/pop group Night 
Shift, a silent auction, and sales of unique artworks by 
a varied array of local artists. DLC President Rodney 
Graham urges everyone to support the conservancy 
“while discovering that there are many successes in 
open space conservation to be celebrated right here in 
Davidson. Fine wines don’t all have to be transported 
from hundreds of miles away.”
Tickets should be purchased in advance on the DLC website, 
www.davidsonlands.org: $30 each, $50/couple. $33 ($55 for 2) 
at the door if still available.

    
                            The Fifth Annual

 Toast
 the

Earth
A Gala Evening

Celebrating Conservation
 sampling four local wineries

dancing to Night Shift
with Local artworks

 and Silent auction to benefit

Davidson
Lands Conservancy

River Run
Country Club

April 19, 7:00 -10:00 p.m.
Tickets: $30 ($50 for 2) 

www.DavidsonLands.org
or at the door



BUGS, BEES, AnD BUttERFLiES
Saturday, May 4, 10:00 - 11:00 am 
Local nature trail
Come on a WOW bug expedition with local pollinator 
expert and bug enthusiast, Cakey Worthington. 
We’ll walk along a local flowered trail catching bees, 
butterflies, beetles, and more. You’ll have a chance to 
learn about insect life cycles, which bees are friendly 
and beneficial to your yard, fun facts, and more! Note: 
this will be an active walk and is not recommended for 
those with known severe anaphylactic reactions to bee 
stings. 
This WOW outing is free to children and their families, with a 
minimum age of 4 years. Be sure to wear sturdy footwear. Please, 
no strollers or dogs. Pre-registration is required, and numbers 
are limited. To register, email Erin Burke at dlc.wow@gmail.com

BACk-CoUntRy hikE
Saturday, June 15, 9:00 - 11:00 am
Lake norman State Park
Sharon Decker, West District Interpretation and 
Education Specialist for NC State Parks, will lead a free 
hike into the most remote areas of Lake Norman State 
Park for DLC members and their guests. This off-trail 
hike is considered strenuous and the minimum age 
of participants is 9 years. Registration is limited to 20 
persons. To sign up, call 704-892-1910 or email dlc@
davidsonlands.org  Details will be emailed to registrants 
in advance of the trip.

NEW EnViRonMEntAL oPPoRtUnitiES IN oUR AREA

Green SPrOuTs
Green Davidson is a new group 
that supports environmental sustainability. 
its goal is to network, educate, and promote 
green living in our families, our community, 
and our planet. the group has begun by 
coordinating environmental groups within 
the community. Check the Davidson 
Community Calendar for their events: 
www.davidsoncommunitycalendar.org/
eventcategory/green/
 For more information, contact Charlene 
Minor at charlene.doug@gmail.com

treesCharlotte is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to preserving and 
expanding the tree canopy in Charlotte. Led by 
Dave Cable, former Executive Director of the 
Catawba Lands Conservancy, treesCharlotte 
works with the city of Charlotte, private 
companies, and volunteers to plant 15,000 
trees each year, particularly in communities 
lacking in street trees. there have been 
preliminary discussions with treesCharlotte 
about expanding to Davidson. What do you 
think? For more information, please visit 
www.treescharlotte.org

Davidson Green Center, led 
by Jennifer Jakubecy and kathleen Mcintyre, 
will be a place dedicated to education, a 
connection to nature, sustainability, and 
conservation. In this space, community 
members can gather to learn and share 
their knowledge. it will include Community 
Connections and also Davidson Green School 
for children from kindergarten through 8th 
grade. For more information, 
visit www.davidsongreencenter.org

Woodland Discovery, 
an educational non-profit run by Carolyn 
Walker, now has a home base located on 
Poplar tent road. While some programs will 
still be at Fisher Farm, or taken to other 
sites, check out the spring and summer camp 
programs which will be held at the Poplar tent 
property. A regular preschool nature program 
will be offered in the fall. For more information, 
visit www.woodlanddiscovery.org or contact 
woodlandsdiscovery@gmail.com or 
704-439-7764.  

Photo by Cakey Worthington.



Mark your Calendar!
Run for Green/Green Day • Sat., Sept. 21, 2013

For runner registration, volunteer or sponsorship information,
go to www.davidsonlands.org

Davidson Lands Conservancy
P.O. Box 1952 • Davidson, NC 28036

704-892-1910
email: dlc@davidsonlands.org

www.davidsonlands.org
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The Davidson Lands Conservancy provides a file containing all contracts for 
services, financial statements, and tax records. This file is available for review 
by appointment at the DLC Office, 120 S. Main Street, Davidson, NC 28036.
To arrange to review this file, please contact the DLC Office.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

our Role 
• To acquire land through private donations or through 
conservation easements from landowners
• To work with developers in designating open space areas
• To steward and protect the natural lands and open space

Please join us in protecting local natural lands
• Become a member
• Be a sponsor for Run for Green, our fall fundraiser  
• Talk to Roy Alexander, Executive Director, about 
conservation opportunities
• Volunteer to help with specific events, office work, and 
stewardship activities
• Visit www.davidsonlands.org or call the DLC office at
704-892-1910

Your contributions will help protect the land, and in so doing, 
safeguard our water and air quality. An investment today is a 
legacy for generations to come.  

DLC acquires land by accepting gifts of land, accepting voluntary 
conservation easements from landowners, and purchasing land. North 
Carolina has a unique incentive program for the protection of the 
environment and our quality of life. To learn more about incentives for 
a donation of land or easements, contact DLC or visit www.enr.state.
nc.us/conservationtaxcredit/ 

Who Are We?
• DLC is a private, nonprofit local land trust. 
• DLC is a member of the Land Trust Alliance, a nation-wide 
accrediting organization, and has adopted LTA’s standards 
and practices. DLC is also one of 24 regional and local land 
trust members of the Conservation Trust for North Carolina.

our Purpose
To protect natural spaces and other significant lands
in the town of Davidson and adjacent areas in Mecklenburg, 
Iredell, and Cabarrus counties 
• Davidson and ETJ lost approximately 18% of its tree canopy 
between 1984 and 2003 (The Town Message).  
• Charlotte area has lost one-fourth of its cropland and 
forestland over the past 20 years – 270,000 in all – while 
adding 321,000 acres of developed land. That’s an 88% 
increase (Charlotte Observer).
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