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DLC celebrates two 
properties that will now 

be conserved for future generations. 
One property is a conservation 
easement; the other is a gift to 
DLC. We greatly appreciate these 
forward-looking families who have 
taken the long view and protected 
their property from development. 
These donations capped an exciting 
year for DLC, which protected nearly 
100 new acres in 2013. Please visit 
davidsonlands.org or facebook.com/
protectland.

27-Acre Conservation Easement    
A conservation-minded family placed 
an easement on this property to 
prevent its development and to 
preserve a stream, a nearly-mature 
mixed pine-hardwood forest, and an 
abundance of native orchids and 
ferns unique to this area of the state.
 Dr. Jim Matthews, a botanical 
heritage expert, noted, “It is a truly 
magnificent [property] and certainly 
worth preserving.” Details on the 
site will not be disclosed in order to 
protect the fragile environment as 
well as to protect the owners’ privacy.

10.2-Acre Land Gift
“DLC has received the most valuable 
donation in its history,” announced 
Rodney Graham, President. This 
property is located in a rapidly 
developing area on Highway 73, 
1.4 miles east of the Mecklenburg/
Cabarrus line. The DLC Board will 
now determine the best conservation 
purpose for the property.
 Roy Alexander, Executive Director, 
noted, “It was a pleasure to work 
with the landowner, Mr. William W. 
Wilson of Statesville, who made this 
donation of the property which his 
grandchildren had named “Pappy’s 

Place.” Alexander continued,“With its 
wooded north-facing slope, pasture, 
a perennial stream, and the mature 
woods, it would be an outstanding 
park property.”
 Jason Walser, Executive Director 
of the Land Trust for Central NC, 
observed, “DLC’s board and staff 
deserve credit for their efforts, as 
does Bill Wilson who has made a gift 
not just to the Conservancy, but to 
all of the people who live and work 
in the quickly developing Davidson, 
Concord, and Kannapolis corridor 
along Highway 73. This contribution 
will only become more significant as 
this region continues to grow.” 

Conservation Trust for 
North Carolina
The completion of these land 
transactions was made possible 
through the “Money in the Ground 
Fund” from the Conservation Trust 
for North Carolina (CTNC). CTNC 
Executive Director Reid Wilson noted 
that CTNC contributed up to $1.5 
million of its own funds to support 
land trusts in completing dozens of 
donated land conservation deals 
before January 1, 2014, when 
the state’s income tax credit for 
landowners who donate their land or 
a conservation easement expired.
 

Two New Natural Areas Preserved!

This lovely mossy-floored allee is a feature of this 27-acre parcel.
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From
The
President
by Rodney Graham

Every day I am gratified to see the benefits of the 
work of DLC. Today, on this chilly late winter day I 
drove through the Westside Terrace neighborhood 

in Davidson and saw 30 cherry trees in bloom. These 
trees were planted by our TreesDavidson group in 
2013, together with half a dozen oak trees that will 
soon begin to leaf out. This volunteer group, which 
is being incubated by the DLC, also planted over 
50 maple and oak trees in 2013 in the McConnell 
neighborhood in Davidson.
 This past Sunday, on a day that was about 40 
degrees warmer than today, I took our daughter Emma 
Claire and our dog Ginger for a walk at Fisher Farm 
Park, a 200-acre natural area on the eastside of 
Davidson. As we walked near the West Branch of the 
Rocky River, I noticed our boundary signs that state, 
“This property permanently protected by Davidson 
Lands Conservancy and the property owner.”

 I took note that while my family and 
I will only get to enjoy this beautiful 
open space during our lifetimes, future 
generations will get to see nature as 
nature intended since these lands will be 
protected in perpetuity.
 Since our last newsletter, two new properties have 
come under the protection of DLC. The first is a 27- acre 
site just north of Davidson that we were able to protect 
thanks to the wishes of the family, as well as a grant 
from the Conservation Trust of North Carolina. The 
second property that is now being protected is a 10-
acre property just east of Davidson that was donated to 
DLC at the end of 2013. 
 As you appreciate nature each day, know that your 
Davidson Lands Conservancy plays an important role in 
helping to protect the places we all love. Also know that 
your contributions of your time and money help us to 
carry out our mission and benefit all of us, now and in 
perpetuity.
 I hope that you will continue to support DLC and 
will encourage your friends to support us as well. It’s 
never been easier to donate to our worthy cause. 
Simply go to davidsonlands.org and click on ‘Donate 
Now,’ and within a minute you can help us to help all 
citizens of Davidson.

Small Town Fit
By Marguerite Williams
Town Commissioner, 1995-2011
DLC, from its inception, has been a part of Davidson’s focus 
on smart growth and healthy living. Small Town Fit, edited by 
Marguerite Williams and Deborah Ryan, describes the history 
of this focus on healthy community. 

T own leaders, in the early 1990’s, realizing that 
growth was inevitable, organized a series of 
meetings that yielded the General Plan. This Plan 

reflected citizens’ wishes that Davidson be a community 
with tree-shaded sidewalks, safe places to ride bikes, 
and natural lands to explore. In 1995, the Town used 
the General Plan as a base and created a radically 
different method of planning that focused on remaining 
a sustainable small town built with pedestrianism, 
human scale, and the environment in mind. 
 In 2011, the Town began to see the built 
environment and the programs that arose from using 
these design principles. They became aware of the 
health crisis in America associated with the country’s 
dependence on the automobile and consequent lack of 
physical activity. The Town hoped to demonstrate that 
Americans’ health could be improved by an intelligently 
designed built environment, the devoted protection 
of the natural world, and the persistent offerings of 
challenging and helpful programs. 
 In Small Town Fit, Deborah Ryan and her graduate 
students in UNCC’s Department of Urban Design 
studied Davidson’s design principles. They examined 
the ways in which a comprehensive and integrated 
plan could create healthy options for citizens. The book 
describes the three-phase process that Davidson has 
used: to save what needs to be saved (environmental 
stewardship and fresh foods); to build what needs 
to be built (vibrant neighborhoods, sustainable 
transportations modes, complete streets, affordable 
housing, and green building policies); and to take 
inclusive actions (mental wellbeing, social cohesion, 
and economic strength).
 DLC, successfully working to preserve natural land, 
is an integral part of Davidson’s focus on healthy living.

Fisher Farm Park is one example of the town’s protection of natural 
land providing countless opportunities for healthy living: biking, walking, 
birding, camping and stargazing.
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Save the Date for DLC!
WOW at the Davidson Farmers’ Market
Starting April 5, WOW will be at the Davidson 
Farmers’ Market with hands-on activities and 
nature information. 8:30am - 11:30am.  

Stargazing at Fisher Farm Park
Friday, April 4, 8:30 - 10:30
The Physics Department from Davidson College and the 
Charlotte Astronomy Club are providing equipment and 
expertise for this free event. If you bring a flashlight, be 
sure to have red cellophane put on your flashlight at the 
WOW booth at Fisher Farm. This will enable us all to see 
the sky better. Please dim car lights and drive slowly into 
Fisher Farm to keep dust and glare from interfering with 
the night sky. 
 This event is sponsored by WOW, Woodland 
Discovery, and DLC. No registration is required. However, 
updated information and potential cancellation notices, 
due to weather or other conditions, will be sent to the 
WOW email list. To join that list, email dlc.wow@gmail.
com . Cancellation notices will also be posted on DLC’s 
Facebook and website (davidsonlands.org).

Reptile Day at Davidson College
Saturday, April 12, 10am - 1pm 
Don’t miss Davidson College’s annual Reptile Day, 
sponsored by the Herpetology Lab. Reptile Day is 
a fun and informative venue for families to learn 
about the reptiles and amphibians native to North 
Carolina.  Visitors can interact with live animals, hear 
a venomous snake talk (maybe a python one too!), 
and learn about conservation from numerous local 
organizations. Location: the courtyard between the 
Watson and Dana Science buildings (225 Concord Road).

    

Naturalist-led Hike at Runneymede Woods
Sunday, April 6: 2 - 4:00pm
Explore one of the area’s outstanding private 
preserves: 50-plus acres on the Rocky River, 
historic mill site, massive rocks, and rich flora. This 
2-mile hike for DLC donors and members is on 
natural surface trails and is moderately strenuous. 
Minimum age: 10 years; if under 18, must be 
accompanied by an adult.
RSVP required: dlc@davidsonlands.org

THE NINTH ANNUAL Run for Green Half-Marathon, 
5-K, and 10K benefiting DLC and showcasing 
Davidson’s greenways and scenic neighborhoods will 
be held on Saturday, September 20 and will again be 

presented by 
MSC Industrial 
Supply.  This 
premiere 
running event – 
renowned as the 
most “runner-
friendly” and 
“sustainably-
produced” race 
in the area 
--  is planned 

by the volunteer steering committee which is already 
at work and is comprised of Chair Chad Randolph, 
Clay Furches, Rodney Graham, Lynn Henderson, Bill 
Latham, Mike MacIntyre, and Sterling Martin.  This 
year’s Race Director is Justin Ratike of Sisu Event 
Management.
 The committee and the director have accepted 
the challenge to continue the growth in the quality 
of the event, the number of participants (over 850 
runners and 120 volunteers), the support of sponsors, 
and the return to DLC – all of which were at record 
levels last year.
 To volunteer for the Steering Committee or for the 
event itself as well as to get information on registering 
for the event, visit davidsonlands.org . For sponsorship 
information, contact dlc@davidsonlands.org .

Run for Green: Sept. 20, 2014
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Why We’re Involved
with DLC
by DLC Board members

Hayden Boyd, Executive Committee Member
Preserving environmentally significant open spaces in 
the Davidson area, educating young people about the 
environment, and advocating for the environment are 
important to the future of our community. Working with 
others on the DLC Board to advance these goals has 
been a rewarding experience.

Clay Furches, Land Initiatives and Run for Green
The pace of growth and development in and around 
Davidson is quickening. Conservation of open land 
is essential to protect and preserve our vistas and 
provide our community with a relaxed atmosphere and a 
healthier environment for current and future generations 
to enjoy. 

Rodney Graham, President
As the current signer of conservation easements, I am 
always struck by the word “perpetuity.” It reinforces that 
the good work that DLC is doing will benefit not only 
ourselves, but many generations to come. “Gratification” 
is what results when I see “perpetuity.”

Brad Johnson, Land Initiatives Committee 
My professional research interests focus on the geology 
of natural lands. These interests, along with my personal 
belief in natural spaces, led me to volunteer my time 
with DLC. It is my hope that my technical expertise can 
aid in the preservation of land in the Davidson area.

June Kimmel, Treasurer 
I have been deeply involved with environmental issues, 
from clean air and water resources, to energy and land 
use planning. Being part of a land conservancy was 
a natural step. It is practical as well as intrinsically 
interesting.

Rob Van Epps, Vice-President, Land Initiatives 
Committee Chair     
I have always enjoyed exploring nature, as a child and 
now with my own children. I joined the DLC Board of 
Directors to help ensure there will be places left in our 
community that allow wildlife to flourish and that provide 
people the opportunity to enjoy that wildlife.

Cakey Worthington, Land Initiatives Committee
I joined the DLC board to help connect Davidson folks to 
the land around them and to inspire the local community 
to realize the need for its protection and careful 
development. 

Could You Be a Future Board Member?
BOD members meet monthly (3rd Mondays at 7 PM) and also serve on one 
committee – Board Governance, Membership/Development, Outreach, Land 
Initiatives -- which typically meets monthly. Terms are three years with an 
option to renew for an additional term. Non-board members may also serve 
on the committees mentioned above. For more information, contact Roy 
Alexander at dlc@davidsonlands.org.

Make Room for Nature

Underlying DLC’s mission “to protect natural areas 
and open space” is the appreciation and valuing of 
nature, which we promote in a variety of ways. We 

offer tours and hikes on preserved land, construct trails 
to give access to natural sites, and offer events to bring 
people into contact with lakes, greenways, and parks.
 We are proud of WOW (World of Wonder), a free 
nature discovery program for families providing an 
opportunity for them to explore, discover, and enjoy the 
wonders of the natural world together. WOW is led by 
steering committee members Erin Burke, Pam Dykstra, 
Rosemary Klein, Alice Sudduth, Carolyn Walker, and 
Janet Werner.   
 DLC also works with the Davidson College EcoTeam’s 
third grade environmental education program focusing 
on topics such as the water cycle, predator/prey 
relationships, and environmental stewardship. DLC’s 
participation is coordinated by Jennifer Walters. 

We cannot win this battle to save species 
and environment without forging an 
emotional bond between ourselves and 
nature – for we do not fight to save what 
we do not love (but only appreciate in 
some abstract sense).  
– Stephen Jay Gould, “Unenchanted Evening”

Tyler Starr and son Kai discover new critters on a WOW outing.



Davidson Lands Conservancy 2013 Donors
We are grateful. Our generous supporters make DLC programs possible!

Conservation Circle
 $1,000 and above
Curtis and Dudley Carlson
Eric and Nancy Johnson
Kelley Killian
Lawrence and Tish Kimbrough
Hayden Boyd and
 Margot Leydic-Boyd
Robert and Susan Manning
Keith Miller
Alice and Al Sudduth

Guardian
 $500-$999
Scott Bradford
Rodney Graham
Edwin E. Harris
Mark Stanback and 
 Nancy Popkin
Carly Schiano

Preserver
 $250-$499
Tony and Susan Abbott
Louis H. and Christie H. Amato
Giordana Andretta
Richard and Ruth Ault
Bob and Jane Avinger
John and Erin Burke
James Chuber
Dawn Chuprevich
Matt and Suzanne Churchill
Edward Conway
Davidson Garden Club
Glenn DeGeorge
Robert Dellinger
Elizabeth Faubert
Mary Kim Folds
James Hendricks
Annie Ingram
Scott and Lynn Jeffords
Betty Leavengood
Sterling and Mary Martin
Todd Mayes
Charles V.  Powell, Jr.
Cynthia Scully
Peter Seeber
Rob and Natalie Van Epps
Ronald H.  and 
 Jennifer A. Walters
Christopher Willis

Steward
 $100-$249
William Acton
Roy Alexander
Dennis Appleyard
Anne Arms
Lisa Bertolami
Megan Blackwell
Irvin Brawley
Gary C. Andrew and 
 Jean Kerry Braxton
Anne and Brad Bromstead
Chris Paradise and Amy Brooks
Mr. And Mrs. Bob Butt

Larry and Jane Cain
Dan Carrigan
Ron Charbonneau
James and Lisa Combs
Community School of Davidson
Edward and Marlys Daugherty
Amy Diamond
Pamela Dykstra
Ed Beam
Elizabeth Flagler
Jim and Jean Fuller
Russ Gavitt
Maria and John Goocher
Paul Goyette
Dave and Pam Grant
Karen G. Hales
Maria Hansen
James E. and Mary Harris
Lynn and Don Herring
Bill and Laurie  Heyer
James E. Harris
 Construction Co., Inc.
Richard James
Sarah and Brian Jenest
Judith Judy
Paula Kelton
Mrs. Glenn Ketner, Sr.
June M. Kimmel
Kris Krider
John and Missy Kuykendall
Bill Lawing
Paul and Judy Leonard
Sam  Maloney
Laura Marti
Russell and Carmen Mase
Derek May
Sally and Bruce McMillen
Cynthia Mitchell
Alan Mowery
Richard and Barbara Neidinger
Lee Neymen
Doug and Claudia Oldenburg

Katharine Pearce
Pat Peroni
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Rautenberg
Patricia Scully
Thomas Soos
Joanne Stanley
Marcia Stoutjesdyk
Allen Sutton
William H. Terry
Jan Thwaites
Loretta Wertheimer
Anne S. White
Elizabeth Whitener
Vince Winegardner
Lauren and Suzanne Yoder
Dr. T. C. Price Zimmermann

Supporter
 $50-$99
Wilma Ahrens
Christiana Akins
Carol Barber
Russ and Jeannine Bodner
Graham Bullock
Caitlin Burke
Anne Burney
Chris and Jo Butler
Donald and Sarah Cheek
B.H. Clark and E.C. Clark III
Steven Coupal
Bob and Rosa Cumming
Mrs. Patricia Cox
Jane Getsinger
Louis and Lou Green
Betsy Hazelton
Ken and Tammy Hoyle
John Marshall Custom Homes
Meredith Judy
Nancy Lammers
Nancy Maydole
William J. and Bonne D. McCoy
Jeanne A. Miller

Charlene Minor
Claire Naisby
Kathleen Rose-Bellot
Merlyn and Judy Schuh
Cristina Shaul
Yates and Nancy Smith
Edie Surratt
Craig Taylor
Dave and Connie Wessner
Craig and Trisha White

Associate
 $35-$49
Connie Beach
Debra Dandro
Jean Dutterer
Elsie Mason
Tim  Gfroerer
Wilberta Gould
Samuel and Dorothy Hay
Gill and Siri Holland
William T. Latham
Leland Park
Barbara Perzel
Joann Prado
Brenda Pressley
Cristina Schwaba
Janet Werner
Ron and Sandy Zerkle

Friends of DLC
 Under $35
Davidson Friends Meeting
Alice Garbrick
GE Foundation
Benjamin Kimmel
Michael and Nancy Kota
John  Lyles
Lori Nofziger
Julio Ramirez and Anne Porges
Clayton Young

Wolf Cub Scout Pack 254 of Bethpage UMC in Kannapolis earned their World Conservation Award by cleaning 
up all this debris (and another pick-up truck load, as well) on the Wilson property on Saturday, March 15.
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The Davidson Lands Conservancy provides a file containing all contracts for 
services, financial statements, and tax records. This file is available for review 
by appointment at the DLC Office, 120 S. Main Street, Davidson, NC 28036.
To arrange to review this file, please contact the DLC Office.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Mark Your Calendar!
Run for Green • Sat., Sept. 20, 2014

For runner registration or to volunteer,
visit davidsonlands.org

Who Are We?
• DLC is a private, nonprofit local land trust. 
• DLC is a member of the Land Trust Alliance, a nation-wide 
accrediting organization, and has adopted LTA’s standards 
and practices. DLC is also one of 24 regional and local land 
trust members of the Conservation Trust for North Carolina.

Our Purpose
To protect natural spaces and other significant lands
in the town of Davidson and adjacent areas in Mecklenburg, 
Iredell, and Cabarrus counties 
• Davidson and ETJ lost approximately 18% of its tree canopy 
between 1984 and 2003 (The Town Message).  
• Charlotte area has lost one-fourth of its cropland and 
forestland over the past 20 years – 270,000 in all – while 
adding 321,000 acres of developed land. That’s an 88% 
increase (Charlotte Observer).

T H E  D A V I D S O N  L A N D S  C O N S E R V A N C YT H E  D A V I D S O N  L A N D S  C O N S E R V A N C Y
Our Role 
• To acquire land through private donations or through 
conservation easements from landowners
• To work with developers in designating open space areas
• To steward and protect the natural lands and open space

Please join us in protecting local natural lands
• Become a member
• Be a sponsor for Run for Green, our fall fundraiser  
• Talk to Roy Alexander, Executive Director, about 
conservation opportunities
• Volunteer to help with specific events, office work, and 
stewardship activities
• Visit www.davidsonlands.org or call the DLC office at
704-892-1910

Your contributions will help protect the land, and in so doing, 
safeguard our water and air quality. An investment today is a 
legacy for generations to come.  

DLC acquires land by accepting gifts of land, accepting 
voluntary conservation easements from landowners, and 
purchasing land. Donors of land or easements or bargain 
sales receive state and federal tax deductions. 


