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The Michael family: (l-r) Sarah Frances, Jeff, Della Scott, Boone, Autumn, and 
Mary Kirk. Also a planner and attorney by training, Jeff is director of the UNC 
Charlotte Urban Institute. 

Q&A with
Autumn Michael

Pam Dykstra talks with DLC’s new Executive Director

You’ve hit the ground running – having just 
completed Run for Green, now preparing for the 
Annual Meeting, and you’ve only been ED for 6 
months. What has this been like?

First of all, I am grateful to have this opportunity to work 
with an organization that I know and love. I was fortunate 
to have worked with Roy as a board member for almost 
a decade, and I recognize that there are big shoes to fill. 
Succession planning in an organization is challenging in 
the best of circumstances, and this was an extraordinary 
circumstance. However, board members, volunteers, 
and the land trust community at large stepped up in an 
amazing way as we all dealt, both professionally and 
personally, with the shock and loss of Roy’s passing. 

You’ve worked in Washington, DC as a nonprofit 
lawyer for the National Trust, served as regional 
director of Preservation North Carolina and as 
Executive Director of Historic Charlotte. How have 
those experiences prepared you for this job?

While this is my first experience on staff at a land trust, 
I have extensive experience drafting and monitoring 
easements, as well as a wealth of experience within 
nonprofit organizations. I have also been a sole paid 
employee at a nonprofit, so I recognize the many hats 
one wears, from board support, volunteer coordination, 
database management, grant writing, photocopying, public 
speaking, taking out the trash, and everything in between.

You also teach Historic Preservation Law and 
Planning at the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro and at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Do you see a place for these skills?

Absolutely. My background as an educator directly translates 
to a core component of our DLC mission which is education. 
It also enables me to feel comfortable speaking in public and 
advocating for our mission within a public forum.

What drew you to apply for this position?

I was initially interested because of my long-term 
relationship with DLC as a board member, and I really felt 

vested in the success of the organization. In the larger 
sense, I have a genuine love of place and a particular 
connection to this land as I grew up around here in western 
Rowan County. My husband, Jeff, co-founded the Land Trust 
for Central North Carolina in Salisbury many years ago, so 
“place making” and saving land is in our blood. We also keep 
an old farmhouse across from Morrow Mountain State Park 
in rural Stanly County, where we take our kids to hike and 
camp, all enjoyable except for the mosquitos and fire ants. 

You’re also active in the community. 

We have been here for 11 years and feel a deep commitment 
to this community. I have been active in Davidson College 
Presbyterian Church, served on Davidson’s Planning Board, 
and chaired and founded Healthy School Initiative at 
Davidson Elementary, where my children attend school.  

What has been the most rewarding aspect so far?

Discovering volunteers’ deep level of commitment to DLC 
and its mission. And I’ve enjoyed getting to know so many 
folks who care passionately about nature, particularly about 
getting kids outside playing, learning, and growing.

What excites you about DLC? 

DLC is poised to be a change maker in this region. 
Growth and development post-recession is happening 
fast.  While we recognize some of this is inevitable, we 
as a community have to grow wisely and be intentional 
about what lands we want to protect amidst the 
tremendous growth that continues to come our way. 
We are in the “in perpetuity” business: the land we save 
will be saved for generations and generations to come. 
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From
The
President
by Rob Van Epps

As cooler weather ushers in a new season, we hope you 
are able to find time to enjoy the outdoors with family 

and friends. There’s a special feel to the crisp mornings and 
fall colors. Fall brings a flurry of activity as people and wildlife 
prepare for winter. Pumpkin themes and pumpkin foods are 
everywhere as harvest time has hit in full force! Our resident 
summer birds have moved South for the winter while their 
more northern counterparts have now made their way here.
 For DLC, the beginning of fall also means it’s time 
for our biggest annual event, the Run for Green. This year 
was the Tenth Annual RFG, and it was again a big success!  
We are extremely grateful to all the volunteers who are up 
before the crack of dawn to help with registration, course 
monitoring, water stations, clean-up, and more. We could 
never hold this event without you!  We also greatly appreciate 
the support of local businesses and individuals who sponsor 
the RFG.  Sponsorships are what make the race a success 
for the DLC – THANK YOU!  And of course, thanks to the 
nearly 1,000 runners who participated on such a beautiful 
morning.  
 So once more, I hope you are able to take a break from 
football and holiday preparations to get outside and enjoy the 
season. Then head back home, stoke up the fireplace and 
relax with a pumpkin-spice something-or-other (and more 
football)!
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DLC’s New Board Members
Lyn Batty
Lyn is a local attorney and former 
librarian who has been a tireless 
volunteer and former board member 
of DLC. She lives in McConnell with her 
husband, David, and their three children, 
Jacob, Anna, and Erin.

Mike Minett
Mike is an environmental scientist 
with a background in biology, marine 
science, ecology, remediation and 
environmental regulation. He is a Vice 
President and Regional Manager with 
Nova consulting, and is also a member 
of the Davidson town planning board. He 
lives in Davidson with his wife Dawn and 
daughter Isabelle. 

Pat Peroni
Pat is a plant ecologist who serves as a 
Professor of Biology and Environmental 
Studies at Davidson College. She has lived 
in North Carolina since 1985 and moved 
to Davidson in 1992. Pat has extensive 
botany knowledge and has served on the 
DLC’s Board in the past, as well as chaired 
the Land Initiatives Committee. 

DLC Executive Director Autumn Rierson Michael and Board Member Rodney 
Graham represented DLC at MSC Industrial Supply’s First Annual 
“Breakfast of Champions.” Rodney and Autumn are shown here with Doug 
Jones, Executive Vice-President, and Kari Heerdt, Senior Vice-President, 
of MSC. This event recognized the many community partners that MSC 
supports in the Lake Norman region since relocating to Davidson in 2012.

 
DLC’s 2015 Annual Meeting
Sunday, November 8 at 1:00 pm
Runneymede Equestrian Center
The meeting will begin at 1:00 and include a hike of 
the property with Reed Patterson, Stuart Gray speaking 
on the history of the Whale Rock area, a tree planting 
by TreesDavidson, and we will formally welcome three 
former DLC directors back to the Board. Everyone is 
invited to attend; we would love to see you there!

19201 Callaway Hills Lane, Davidson.
From Davidson, proceed east on Concord Davidson Road to the roundabout. 
Take the second exit, E. Rocky River Dr. Proceed east for 2.3 miles to the 
crossroad intersection of Shearer Road at the top of a hill. Turn left onto 
Shearer. Proceed +/- three-tenths of a mile to the Runnymede subdivision 
entrance which will be on the right. Turn right into Runneymede on Lechaval 
Lane. Proceed about one block until it dead ends at Callaway hills Lane. 
Turn left and proceed +/- one-quarter of a mile to the bottom of the hill (stop 
sign). Turn right. Proceed +/- one tenth of a mile. The entrance to the stables 
will be on the left. There is a stone column with a sign that says Equestrian 
Center. The stables are located at the bottom of the hill. There is a gravel 
parking lot in front of the stables. Park anywhere in that area.



PAGE 3  

Partnerships with 
Davidson College
 
Did you know what a supportive relationship Davidson 
College has with DLC? Listed below are some of the ways 
the two organizations interact:
• Our Executive Director, Autumn Michael continues to be 
involved with and supported by the College’s Center for 
Civic Engagement. 
•Autumn is helping to mentor a Davidson Impact Fellow 
student, Emma Fulop, who is working with the Carolina 
Thread Trail/Catawba Lands Conservancy this year. 
• The Davidson College Students Consulting for Nonprofit 
Organizations group is working with DLC to discern best 
practices for land protection, particularly how to best 
populate our Open Space Prioritization Model. 
• The College’s Environmental Action Coalition has hosted 
a Green Ball event on campus each spring for the past 
eleven years (!!) as a fundraiser for the DLC. 
• We had many runners from the College in our Run for 
Green race this fall, as well as incredible volunteer support 
from the men’s Swimming and Diving team, the women’s 
Lacrosse team, and the women’s Ultimate Frisbee team. 
• We are grateful for faculty sharing their time and talents 
with us, such as professors Pam Hay and Pat Peroni who 
serve on the Board as well as professors Mario Belloni, Tim 
Chartier, Mike Dorcas, Brad Johnson, Mark Stanback, 

Chris Paradise, and Kevin 
Smith who have all helped 
out with specific DLC 
projects this year.

Stargazing!
Everyone is invited to a wondrous 
night of stargazing at 
Fisher Farm Park Friday, 
November 13, 7:00-9:00 pm. 
This event is sponsored 
by WOW-World of Wonder, 
Woodland Discovery, 
Davidson Lands Conservancy, and the Town of Davidson. 
The Physics Department from Davidson College and the 
Charlotte Amateur Astronomers Club are providing equipment 
and expertise for this popular event. All telescopes will be 
set up and ready to go by 7:00 pm. After that, no changes 
to the telescopes will be made, so come any time between 
7:00 - 9:00 pm. If you bring a flashlight, be sure to have red 
cellophane put on your flashlight (available at the WOW booth 
at Fisher Farm), which will enable us all to see the sky better. 
Keep car lights dimmed and your speed very slow as you 
drive into Fisher Farm to keep dust and glare from interfering 
with the night sky. Please keep your dogs leashed and under 
good control.  
 No registration is required. However, updated 
information and potential cancellation notices, due to 
weather or other conditions, will be sent to the WOW email 
list. If you‘d like to join that list, email dlc.wow@gmail.com. 
Cancellation notices will also be posted on DLC’s Facebook 
and website (www.davidsonlands.org). 
 Fisher Farm Park is located at 21215 Shearer Road 
on the east side of Davidson. Take East Rocky River Road to 
Shearer, then head north on Shearer about 1 mile and Fisher 
Farm Park will be on the left.  

Presenting Sponsor
$5,000
MSC Industrial Supply
 
Title Sponsor
$2,500
Omega Sports 

Platinum Sponsor
$1000
Ingersoll Rand
Lake Norman Realty
iQmetrix
MI-Connection
Davidson Day School

John Marshall Custom Homes
Fifth Third Bank
Flatiron Kitchen + Taphouse
Total Office Group

Silver Sponsor
$500
Davidson Wealth Management
McIntosh Law Firm 
Stacy Lesley DDS
PostNet
Beam Trailers
Race City Golf Cars
Town of Davidson
Wooden Stone
Michael Van Hecke Design

Green Sponsor
$250
Bragg Financial
Energy United

Dearness Gardens
Front Porch Ice Cream 
 (Origin Food Group)
Jay Wade Insurance
Davidson Village Inn
Homewood Suites by Hilton
Bradford Store
Cycle Path
Summit Coffee
Lakeside Physical Therapy/
 Novant Health

Village Green Sponsor
$100
Zimmerman Family Medicine
Molivar Chiropractic
Adjusting the World Chiropractic
LKN Indoor Rowing

WE ARE GRATEFUL F OR THE SUPPOR T OUR 2015 RUN F OR GREEN SPONSORS 

 10 th Anniversary
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Mark Your Calendar!
Run for Green • Sat., Sept. 17, 2016

For runner registration or to volunteer,
visit www.davidsonlands.org

Who Are We?
• DLC is a private, nonprofit local land trust. 
• DLC is a member of the Land Trust Alliance, a nation-wide 
accrediting organization, and has adopted LTA’s standards 
and practices. DLC is also one of 24 regional and local land 
trust members of the Conservation Trust for North Carolina.

Our Purpose
To protect natural spaces and other significant lands
in the town of Davidson and adjacent areas in Mecklenburg, 
Iredell, and Cabarrus counties 
• Davidson and ETJ lost approximately 18% of its tree canopy 
between 1984 and 2003 (The Town Message).  
• Charlotte area has lost one-fourth of its cropland and 
forestland over the past 20 years – 270,000 in all – while 
adding 321,000 acres of developed land. That’s an 88% 
increase (Charlotte Observer).

T H E  D A V I D S O N  L A N D S  C O N S E R V A N C YT H E  D A V I D S O N  L A N D S  C O N S E R V A N C Y
Our Role 
• To acquire land through private donations or through 
conservation easements from landowners
• To work with developers in designating open space areas
• To steward and protect the natural lands and open space

Please join us in protecting local natural lands
• Become a member
• Be a sponsor for Run for Green, our fall fundraiser  
• Talk to Autumn Michael, Executive Director, about 
conservation opportunities
• Volunteer to help with specific events, office work, and 
stewardship activities
• Visit www.davidsonlands.org or call the DLC office at
704-892-1910

Your contributions will help protect the land, and in so doing, 
safeguard our water and air quality. An investment today is a 
legacy for generations to come.  

DLC acquires land by accepting gifts of land, accepting 
voluntary conservation easements from landowners, and 
purchasing land. There may be tax benefits at the state 
and federal levels for qualified donations of land. 



RUN FOR ROY
Run for Green this year was 
dedicated to Roy Alexander, 
our first Executive Director 
who recently passed away. 
Here are random shots of 
runners, groups, families, 
and volunteers participating 
in DLC’s fundraiser, which 
celebrates the Davidson 
community with its wooded 
streets and greenways.

(top to bottom, left to right) Runners from MSC Industrial Supply, runner Russell Crandall, volunteer Gordon Clark with 
the Davidson Village Inn’s pedicab, the Davidson College Lacrosse Team, a young runner, Sterling Martin and other 
pre-dawn volunteers preparing for the race, and race volunteers wearing their Run for Green shirts.



(top to bottom, left to right) Roy’s family at the Finish Line (Roy’s wife Sue Peck, daughter Beth Stanley and her 
husband Brian, Roy’s son Tod Alexander and wife Carmen, and Roy’s grandchildren); runners at the 1:45 mark; a 
running couple; Chad Randolph, a DLC volunteer who stood at the Finish Line and walked behind long distance runners 
ensuring their safety; a running family; runners on the greenway; and runners at the Finish Line.


